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For online and blended learning to provide opportunities 
for learners who have not performed well in traditional 
school settings, attending to students’ cultural, linguistic, 
socioeconomic, and ability diversity  must become a 
priority. This effort includes students with documented 
disabilities as well as students with undocumented and 
historically invisible conditions of diversity. The purpose 
of this special issue is to showcase studies that are 
grounded in notions (Rather than “Notions” how about 
the term frameworks or conceptualizations) of diversity 
that go beyond general learner variability and offer true 
insight into how the diversity of these  learners are 
conceptualized, identified, and served in online and 
blended learning environments.  

 
Barbour and Reeves (2009) argued that the factors that make a student successful in online learning are 
often connected to socioeconomic privilege. In the same vein, Layne, Boston, and Ice (2015) suggested a 
profile of an adult online learner that used gender, age, and race, and socioeconomic variables to build a 
theory around retention and engagement. They highlighted computer literacy and navigation skills, 
electronic connection capabilities, and concerns over isolation as barriers to success. Some studies have 
also suggested  that students who are younger, male, or come from minority backgrounds are less likely 
to make successful adjustments to online instruction (Xu & Jaggars, 2014). However, online learning also 
currently reaches millions of K-12 learners and its annual growth has been exponential. For special 
populations, such as students with disabilities, online learning appears to hold great promise. Even so, 
civil rights legislation, related policies, and their application in online learning as they pertain to these 
populations have received much less research attention than is necessary for policy planning and 
programmatic decision making. Researchers need to develop shared understandings about how online 
learning affects diverse learners as they enroll, move through coursework, and transition between 
spaces (Franklin, Rice, East, & Mellard, 2015). Additional research is essential to addressing the need to 
enable diverse learners to become successful. 
 

Suggested Topics 
Articles on diversity in online and blended learning environments including, but not limited to: 
 

● Focusing on specific diverse populations’ needs (e.g., English learners, students with 
disabilities, socioeconomically diverse students, racially diverse students, students with 
gifted identification) 

● Providing special education and related services to students with disabilities 
● Making learning spaces for twice-exceptional learners 
● Leveraging strengths of diverse learners in online and blended course design 
● Identifying learners’ instructionally or programmatically relevant needs within programs 
● Gathering achievement or other data for diverse students  
● Inviting diverse students into programs and courses 



● Engaging students as diverse learners 
● Honoring the literacies or cultural assets of diverse students in online and blended programs 
● Sustaining diverse students in persisting through online or blended courses and programs 
● Linking notions of personalization, individualization, and differentiation with respect to diversity  
● Attending to translation issues for students who speak multiple languages 
● Building communities of diverse learners in nation-wide or international programs 
● Addressing issues of digital equity and community technological infrastructure for online 

learning 
● Preparing teachers to address diversity and/or orient intersubjectively with students 
● Planning for the needs of a range of socioeconomically diverse students  
● Responding to culturally diverse parents and on-site mentors 
● Considering how online/blended learning works in diverse locations or settings (e.g., urban, 

rural, suburban) 
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Qualitative, quantitative, and mixed methods research articles are welcome. Research should be 
grounded in the existing literature and/or theoretical frameworks. Conceptual or theoretical articles 
will also be considered. 
 

Submission Guidelines 
Please submit manuscripts directly through the AACE Publications submission link below: 
http://publish.aace.org/?fuseaction=Authors.BeginSubmission 

Deadline for Submissions: October 20, 2017 

Authors informed of decisions: January 5, 2018 

Anticipated special issue publication: April 1, 2018 
 
Do not send manuscripts to the Guest Editors. The manuscripts must go through a double-blind 
review process. Please note that contributors may also be requested to serve as reviewers for this 
project. Prospective authors are highly encouraged to contact the Guest Editors to propose an idea 
for submission to ensure the appropriateness of the proposed study for this venue. 
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